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Abstract: Petty offenses refer to crimes for which the statutory maximum sentence is less than one year of fixed-
term imprisonment. The problem of over-generalization and over-severity of the collateral consequences of petty offens-
es in China has been identified through a review of the subordinate rules of proportionality in the field of public law.
Therefore, a differentiated system of elimination of criminal record and a standardized system of consequences collateral
to petty offenses should be established, and existing provisions that do not comply with the principle of proportionality
should be amended or abolished to truly modernize and restructure criminal law in a “strict but not harsh” manner, in

order to comply with the principles of equality and justice in modern state governance.

Key words: Petty Offenses; the Collateral Consequences of Crimes; the Principle of Proportionality; Elimination

of Criminal Record
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