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Abstract: This paper aims to shine a keen light on the current legal system of tort civil liability in MSAR. In addi-
tion to that, light will be cast upon the bevy of principles and standards that ought to be followed to solve the problem
of assumption of civil liability for the damages caused by minors and people alike. This is strikingly important as there
is a perceived need to balance the interests of the victims, the tortfeasors, and the people to be held accountable for such
misdeeds. The civil liability for injuries caused by a minor is set out at Articles 481-482 and 484 of the Civil Code of
Macao. As of now, the civil liability arising out actions undertaken by minors has been grappling with the following
issues: first, the nature of the liability of a person who has the task to control others; second, the criteria for determining
the attributability of minors, and whether and to what extent minors are also the subject of any kind of liability; third,
what is the legal nature of the principle of attribution of responsibility for those who are encumbered with the task to the
oversee minors’ actions and misdeeds, if any; fourth, the extent to which the responsibility of a person who has the obli-
gation to discipline others is based on the fact that the minor is someone that is unable to be held accountable in a court
of law; Fifth, who bears civil liability for injuries caused by minors. Against this background, this paper seeks to parse
the aforesaid issues with a view to helping better understand, implement, and overall betterment or fine-tune the current

system of responsibility for harm caused by minors in force in MSAR.

Key words: Attributable Liability; Natural Incompetence; Minors; Principle of Fault Liability; Equitable Liability
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