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Abstract: Article 1 of the Basic Laws of Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China clearly stipulates that the Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions are inalienable parts
of the People’s Republic of China. “Inalienable” is the inevitable result of China's resumption of the exercise of sover-
eignty over Hong Kong and Macao. It is the fundamental essence of “one country, two systems”, and the prerequisite
for the establishment of the special administrative region system by the State in Hong Kong and Macao. “Inalienable” in
Article 1 of the Basic Law is rich in normative meaning. It originates from “inseparable” in the Constitution of the Peo-
ple's Republic of China, and its relationship with other provisions of the Basic Law, such as Article 18(4) and Article 23,

constitutes a unified and stringent normative system, which is fundamental and unifying in the entire Basic Law system.
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