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The Member States are bound together by the principles of the UN Charter, an
international treaty that spells out their rights and duties as members of the world
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“Is the United Nations a world government? The UN is not, and was never intended

to be, a world government. As an organization of sovereign and independent States,
it does only what Member States have agreed it can do: it is their instrument (...)Do
countries surrender their sovereignty at the UN?

The Members of the UN are sovereign nations, and the UN Charter is one of the
strongest safeguards of sovereignty, enshrining it as one of its central principles. At
the same time, most of the problems the world faces today are of such complexity
that they cannot be addressed by any single nation acting alone. The UN is where the
world’s countries come together to address common problems. Working with other
countries is an exercise of sovereignty, not a limitation of it. By cooperating in
specific areas through the United Nations, States build the structures that regulate
international life. International agreements require States that enter them to fulfil
common requirements in areas as disparate as telecommunication, drug trafficking
and trade. Countries voluntarily decide to enter into such commitments because they
feel it is in their best interests. Through the UN, Member States also determine the
mechanisms through which to resolve massive violations of human rights which,
while they may occur within a single country, are of legitimate concern to the
international community. The universality and impartiality of the UN provides the
common ground where countries can achieve maximum benefits from cooperation,
while guaranteeing that their sovereignty will be protected” -
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