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Abstract: Conclusion of regional cooperation documents is one of main means for Macao SAR to enhance
interface of mechanisms and regulatory frameworks with other regions of China, nevertheless, there are still
many issues in this area to be further explored. The paper will first take stock of the current situation and then
summarize the main existing problems with regard to the regional cooperation documents concluded by Macao,
namely, (1) standard for publishing the documents not consistent; (2) legal attributes of the documents not clear;
(3) procedure of concluding such documents not formalized. Therefore, it is necessary to regulate the whole
process of concluding the documents based on the standardization approach, in order to upgrade the governance
by law of the Macao government. Concrete suggestions are as follows: (1) define regional agreements and make
distinction between the regional agreements and the normal cooperation documents. Those documents defined
as regional agreements must be concluded in strict accordance with specific procedures and rules; (2) make clear
the binding force of regional agreements as legal norms and strengthen the obligations to enforce them; (3) put in

place the appropriate procedures for concluding the regional agreements.

Key words: Macao; Regional Agreements; Cooperation Documents; Procedural Regulation
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