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[13] HKSAR v. AU ALEXANDER and others [2023] HKCFI 1659.

[14] HKSAR v. LUI SAI YU [2022] HKCA 1780, para.58.

157 HKSAR v. LUI SAI YU [2023] HKCFA 26, para. 39.
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Abstract: The Hong Kong National Security Law is a legislation enforced mainly in the Hong Kong. There-
fore, its application should be within the framework of the Hong Kong legal system. Proper handling of its
relationship with the local laws of Hong Kong is pivotal to its accurate implementation. During its drafting, the
National Security Law took into full account of the existing local legal landscape, striving for coherence, com-
patibility, and complementarity with local laws. Nonetheless, the implementation has encountered some intricate
practical issues. Adhering to common law principles, the Hong Kong courts have addressed these matters by
upholding the applicability of local laws on one hand, while meticulously managing conflicts between local laws
and the National Security Law based on the principle of the latter's precedence. In instances of rule-conflict, the
National Security Law takes precedence; where the result of the application of local laws would contravene the
National Security Law, the Hong Kong courts would interpret and apply the local law in a manner consistent with
the provisions of the National Security Law. Furthermore, the courts recognize that implementation rules formu-

lated under the National Security Law also have precedence.

Key words: The Hong Kong National Security Law; Local Laws; Hong Kong Courts; Conflict Resolution;
Precedence of Legal Effect
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