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Abstract: The promulgation of the Civil Code marks a significant turning point in the application mode
of criminal law regarding marital crime in China. In terms of application philosophy, during the era of the Civil
Code, the traditional concept of criminal law application guided by severe punishment should be replaced by the
new concept of integration of civil and criminal laws. This new concept demands adherence to the orderly value
hierarchy of civil and criminal laws and the coordinated operational approach in marital crime, ensuring that the
preliminary civil law assists and constrains the application of criminal law, and guaranteeing that the judgment
of criminal illegality in marital crime follows the principle of unity of legal order. In the specific application of
individual crime, firstly, an accurate determination of the criminal nature of marital crime is made through the
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integrated civil and criminal examination of conceptual elements such as "bigamy", "marital freedom" and "co-
habitation" as well as the restoration of the positioning of actual harmed legal interests. Secondly, with the aid of
the principles of public order and good customs and the cooperation of customary laws, the degree of blamewor-
thiness of marital crime is confirmed at the level of attribution. Lastly, the current procedural sequence of "crimi-
nal first, civil second" in handling cases involving both civil and criminal matters is reviewed, ensuring effective

coordination between civil and criminal liabilities in the final accountability.

Key words: Marital Crime; Civil Code; the Integration of Civil Law and Criminal Law; Unity of Legal
Order
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