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Abstract: Over the past 25 years, the implementation of “One Country, Two Systems” in Macao
has yielded globally recognized achievements, giving rise to a distinct Macao model of this framework.
Marking the 25th anniversary of Macao’s return to China, President Xi Jinping visited the region and
delivered a keynote address, proclaiming that “the practice of ‘One Country, Two Systems’ has entered
a new stage.” This pivotal statement offers a scientific roadmap for the future evolution of “One
Country, Two Systems” particularly in its legal dimensions. To align with the spirit of President Xi’s
speech, this paper seeks to provide a scholarly exploration of this significant transition from a legal
perspective. It examines key propositions, including the core values of “One Country, Two Systems”,
the constitutional order enshrined in the Constitution and the Basic Law, the commitment to preserving
“the original system and way of life for 50 years,” the balance between the central government’s
comprehensive authority and the special administrative region’s high degree of autonomy, the interplay
of national reform and opening-up with the internationalized roles of Hong Kong and Macao, and the

significance of “One Country, Two Systems” as an independent intellectual framework.

Key words: The Policy of “One Country, Two Systems”; Constitutional Order; High Degree of
Autonomy; Open-Up
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