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Abstract: The criminal policy of tempering justice with mercy has changed the criminal policy
of severe punishment in the past, emphasizing that leniency precedes severity, which reflects the
spirit of scientific governance and human rights protection. Over the past two decades, the policy
has provided beneficial guidance to criminal legislation, justice and enforcement, achieved notable
success in crime governance, and contributed to the construction of a safer China. However, compared
with the requirements and objectives of comprehensively governing the country by law and building
a socialist country under the rule of law, the decision-making and implementation procedure of the
policy still need to be improved, and its effectiveness needs to be further enhanced. In order to achieve
the strategic goals of comprehensively deepening reform and promoting the modernization of Chinese-
style rule of law, it is necessary to vigorously implement the criminal policy of tempering justice with
mercy, improve the scientific and legal level of policy decision-making and implementation, enrich
the policy connotation to keeping up with the times, lead the comprehensive reform of criminal rule of

law, and promote the modernization of crime governance in our country.

Key words: Tempering Justice with Mercy; Criminal Policy; Crime Governance; The Idea of

“Three Distinctions” ; Modernization
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