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Abstract: Advancing rule of law cooperation within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area(GBA) constitutes a critical topic of our times under the "One Country, Two Systems" framework. While
scholarly explorations have yielded a diversity of perspectives, creating a vibrant intellectual landscape,
they have also inevitably led to fragmentation within the knowledge system. This study introduces the
"state-society" theoretical framework to synthesize existing academic viewpoints, revealing their inherent
logical divergences, and proposes the "state-in-society" paradigm as a theory highly congruent with practical
realities. Building on this foundation, the paper further contends that advancing rule of law cooperation in
the GBA requires the strategic coordination of "three sets of relationships" and the construction of a "two-
tiered" analytical methodology to provide normative guidance. To validate the efficacy of this theoretical
and methodological framework, two emblematic cases are examined: the co-location arrangement at
Hong Kong's West Kowloon High-Speed Rail Station and the operational management dilemmas of
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB). This dual-case analysis not only authentically reflects
the complexities of the subject matter but also serves as a testing ground for the innovative analytical
framework proposed herein. Significantly, this research strives to deliver actionable solutions to pressing

practical challenges, thereby bridging theoretical constructs with real-world applications.

Key words: Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA); One Country, Two Systems;
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB); Co-location Arrangement
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