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Abstract: Gambling is a socially harmful activity that remains pervasive due to inherent human
vulnerabilities. While its legal consequences are well-defined in criminal and administrative law, the civil
law effects of gambling contracts have long been ambiguous, resulting in inconsistent judicial rulings.
The promulgation of the Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China failed to resolve this issue, as it
neither classifies gambling contracts as a typical contractual category nor incorporates comparative legal
doctrines—such as natural obligations, imperfect obligations, and solutio indebiti—that typically govern
gambling-related civil liabilities. Through a comparative analysis of Mainland China and Macau’s legal
frameworks, this article examines the enforceability of debts arising from gambling contracts and gambling-
related loans under varying circumstances. It advocates for a nuanced legal approach that distinguishes
between different types of gambling activities and associated debts, rejecting a uniform treatment to better

reconcile regulatory objectives with societal realities.

Key words: Gambling Contracts; Gambling-Related Loans; Natural Obligations; Imperfect Obligations;
Unjust Enrichment
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