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Abstract: The initial connotation of science is natural science. Although there are different
views of science such as the falsifiability theory and the uselessness of demarcation of science, the
spatiotemporal invariance of research objects and the positiveness of research methods remain the
basic characteristics of science. The debate on whether jurisprudence belongs to science originated
with Kirchmann, who pointed out the worthlessness of jurisprudence as science. However, under
the powerful influence of science, various schools of jurisprudence still try to demonstrate that
jurisprudence belongs to science from different aspects, and their argumentation mode is almost the
same, which is to demonstrate the similarity between jurisprudence and science in a certain aspect to
show their homology. This argumentation mode not only has the logical flaw of generalizing from
partial to whole, but also reveals the inherent lack of confidence of jurisprudence to some extent.
Due to the difference in knowledge attributes, jurisprudence is different from science essentially.
Jurisprudence can absorb the skeptical spirit and empirical methods of science, but it is unnecessary
and impossible to be science. As a subject of justice, jurisprudence needs to grasp normative justice
through practical reason. The eternal pursuit of justice of human beings endows jurisprudence with
endogenous legitimacy. Jurisprudence should establish its own inner discipline confidence, so as to

move towards maturity gradually while getting rid of the mockery of childishness.

Key words: Jurisprudence; Science; Legitimacy; Practical Reason
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