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Abstract: During the 14th Five-Year Plan period, under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought
on the Rule of Law, the comprehensive advancement of law-based governance has been effectively
implemented, and China is steadily stepping into the process of building a higher-level socialist
country ruled by law, which fully demonstrates the confidence in the rule of law of contemporary
China and ushers in a new phase in the development of the rule of law in China. From a historical
perspective, it is progressive and evolving to construct a socialist country ruled by law, which has
gone through three distinct stages: the stage of “existence versus non-existence”, “insufficiency versus
abundance”, and “poor quality versus good quality”. During the 15th Five-Year Plan period, it will
experience the stage from “good” to “better”. From the perspective of contemporary significance,
building a socialist country ruled by law serves as our contemporary mission and greatly guarantee
the new breakthroughs in the further comprehensive deepening of reform. It is also necessary during
developing the governance system and the governance capacity, improving the socialist market
economic system, and improving the institutional mechanisms of high-level opening-up. It is also
legally manifest that the institutionalization, standardization, and proceduralization of whole-process
people’s democracy has stepped into a higher-level stage. Regarding the main criteria, a higher-level
socialist country ruled by law needs to meet ten standards. These include a more comprehensive legal
norm system, a more efficient law enforcement system, a more rigorous supervision system for the
rule of law, a more impressive support system for the rule of law, a more improved regulation system
amid the Communist Party of China, more strengthened foreign-related rule of law, more improved
digital rule of law, more solid development of a law-abiding society, clearer legal protection of human
rights, and a more distinct feature of the path of the rule of law with Chinese characteristics. In terms
of the basic approach, to build such a country, under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule
of Law, in the field of the rule of law, we must adhere to advanced concepts, construct sophisticated
theories, adopt enhanced measures, and promote high-standard practices. Additionally, we should
further strengthen the legal protection of human rights to propel the all-round development of China’s
human rights cause. From the point of strategic priorities, within the overall framework of building a
higher-level socialist country ruled by law, upholding the leadership of the Communist Party of China
serves as fundamental guarantee, comprehensive deepening of reform brings motivation, we need
legally protect human rights, coordinate development and security, and build a government which

governs according to law, and consolidate the foundation of a law-abiding society

Key words: Higher-level Socialist Country Ruled by Law; Rule of Law; Human Rights;

Democracy
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